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IDA'AN PHONEMICS 

£>avid C. Moody 



1 . INTRODUCTION^ 

Ida'an is an Austronesian language which is most closely related to the Bonggi 
language of Banggi Island, Sabah, Malaysia and the interior languages of Sabah. Smith 
(1984:6) places Ida'an within the North-western Austronesian superstock. Though Dyen 
(1965) does not include Ida*an in his study, it would presumably fit within his Northwest 
Hesion. Ida'an is 45 percent cognate with Banggi and 41 percent with the Bomean stock 
(Smith 1984:7). It has been suggested that the Ida'an may be related to earUer inhabitants 
of the Sulu Islands (Pallesen 1985:123) or to the Kayan of Kalimantan (Harrisson 1969- 
70:229-232). 

The people who speak the Ida'an language are among the original inhabitants of 
Sabah, where they have dwelt on the east coast since Sabah's pre-history (Harrisson 1969- 
70). Currently, Uiey live in the administrative districts of Sandakan. Kinabatangan, and 
Lahad Datu and number about 5,000-6,000 (Banker 1984:85). 
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Studies from ten languages: 

Bonggi 

Ida'an 

Kadazan/Dusun 

Kalabuan 

Kimaragang 

Labuk-Kinabatangan Kadazan 

Lotud 

Tagal 

Tatana' 

Tombonuwo 
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